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THREE  CURIOUS  PLANTS. 


“Bicycling  Through  the  Dolomites.  ** 
in  The  Century,  is  an  eocoout of  Colonel 
George  E.  Waring 's  European  trip. 
Concerning  mendicancy  in  Italy.  Col¬ 
onel  Waring  writes:  Perhaps  there  is 
no  better  index  to  the  good  or  bad  con¬ 
dition  of  the  working  people  of  a  coun¬ 
try  than  is  afforded  by  the  number  of 
beggars  one  meets  on  the  roads.  The 


It  Was  Held  bry  an  OuUtdrr,  and  It  Ben* 

aa  “Aee  Full." 

“Say,”  miid  the  drug  clerk  to  his 
friend  at  the  60dt\  water  fountain,  “I 
ran  against  a  play  last  night  that  made 
me  think  thatjlwas  the  unlurkieat  man 
that  ever  drew  a  card.  ” 

“What was  it?”  asked  the  man  at  the 
fountain. 

“Why,  I  had  an  ace  full  beat  by  an¬ 
other  fall.  Til  tell  yon  how  it  hap¬ 
pened.  You  know  we  have  a  quiet  lit- 


Tk«  CnMlbnl  Tw,  Grapple  Plant  aad 
Vegetable  Python. 

Three  of  the  most  dangerous  of  vege¬ 
tative  plants  in  the  world  are  the  can¬ 
nibal  tree  of  Aosrralia,  the  death  or 
grapple  plant  of  South  Africa  and  the 
vegetable  python  of  New  Zealand. 

The  cannihel  tree  grows  np  in  the 
shape  of  a  huge  pineapple  and  attains  a 
height  of  II  feet  It  has  a  series  of 
broad,  boardlike  leaves  growing  in  a 
fringe  at  the  apex,  which  forcibly 
bring  to  mind  a  gigantic  Central 
American  agave,  and  these  boardlike 
leave*,  from  10  to  1 9  feet  in  tbesmuller 
mens  and  from  15  to  20  feet  in  the 
larger,  hang  to  the  ground  and  are 
easily  strung  enough  to  bear  the  weight 
of  a  man  of  140  pounds  or  more.  In  the 
1  ancient  times  this  tree  was  worshiped 
j  by  the  native  savage**  under  the  name  of 
the  ddMI  tree,  a  part  of  the  interest¬ 
ing  ceremony  being  the  sacrifice  erf  one 
of  their  number  to  it*  all  too  ready  eni- 
i  brace.  The  victim  to  lie  sacrificed  was 
:  driven  op  tin-  leave*  of  the  Uvi*  to  the 
apex,  and  the  instant  the  so  called  pis¬ 
til*  of  the  monster  were  tonebed  the 
leave*  would  lly  together  like  a  trap, 
r  rushing  the  life  out  of  the  intruder.  In 
I  tin*  way  the  tree  would  hold  its  victim 
!  until  every  particle  of  flesh  would  dis- 
!  appear  from  his  bone*. 

The  'grapple  plant  i*  »  prostrate  herb 
1  growing  in  South  Africa.  Its  flowers 
ure  pnrpje  and  shaped  like  the  English 


Plenty  Of  It. 


information  for  those  who  in¬ 
tend  VISITING  THE  GAY  CITY. 


Ws  sail  plenty  o 
good,  pure  cuai.  The  cleaner  the 
c  el  is  the  nine  free- bum  tag  it  » 
There*  u»>r*  heat  in  *  too  at  oat 
ooel  than  in  any  other  too  we  know. 
Our  coal's  a  little  hetUr  lb  *0  "l her 
coal  Iwcatise  we  take  more  paiaa  in 
lutNllja|  K. 


neggiin*  one  meets  on  vne  roods.  tne 
poles  set  np  at  the  border  of  Austria, 
with  their  spiral  stripes  of  yellow  and 
black,  do  not  mark  the  line  between  it 
and  Italy  mnch  more  clearly  than  doee 
the  advent  of  the  beggar  the  moment 
the  line  is  crossed.  In  Austrian  Tyrol 
there  are  virtually  no  beggars.  On  the 
Italian  side,  even  well  dreaeed  people  in 
the  fields  will  leave  their  work  to  beg 
uppers  from  the  passing  traveler. 

One  day,  in  tbe  upper  Innthal,  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  bright  looking,  rosy  faced  chil- 
iren  ran  after  ns,  asking  for  kreutaera. 
“Muwknix”  upbraided  them  for  such  a 
diameful  act,  and  they  slnnk  away.  He 
ipoke  of  this  with  much  indignation  to 
a  neighbor,  who  said  their  whole  fam¬ 
ily  were  away  in  the  fields  at  work,  or 
they  would  not  have  dared  to  beg,  and 
that  be  would  see  that  they  were  well 
ipanked  when  their  mother  came  home 
st  night  Nuns  and  a  few  favored  crip¬ 
ples  sometimes  ask  alms  at  the  doors  of 
the  churches  in  tbe  larger  towns,  and 
tbe  poor  box  is  always  found  inside, 
but  the  peasantry  and  the  churches  take 
1  care  of  their  own  poor,  so  that  tbe  vioe 
of  beggary  is  unknown  among  them. 

In  Italy,  on  the  other  baud,  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  tbut  special  conditions  of  deform¬ 
ity  are  artificially  produced.  Both  legs 
1  broken  and  badly  reset  in  childhood 
constitute  a  good  source  of  income  for 
'  life,  and  anything  that  appeals  to  sym¬ 
pathy  is  made  tbe  occasion  tor  cultivat¬ 
ing  a  very  mistaken  and  mischievous 
1  charity. 


Thi  ril  Americans  who  think  that  New 
y,  rk  wan  expvu»iv*  pi**  ought  «o  go 
l,>  Paris  Then*  is  ik»  doubt  that  the 
prices  o|  N.-w  York  at  fir*  clam  place* 
are  high,  bnt  tbe  New  York  icntaor 
ant.  ha*  not  reached  sorb  expert  upas 
in  making  oo*  hills  a*  they  bav-  in 
Bari*,  “therefore  it  I*  in*  at  all  uncotn 
aion  to  nofier  an  American  wnb  hi* 
wife  gowig  over  hi-  hill  with  the  buir 
slowly  rising  cp.ni  hi*  lx  «d 

Th*  i«  an-  plenty  of  pl;»r*w  in  Pun* 
whi  n-  you  can  get  a  dinner  rb*-a;*  f — 
the  Uiniilous  Duval,  foreumpl*  Tbf-a* 
>•  Mauraht*  are  spr ink!*  d  .*11  over  Bafi*. 
».n*l  they  give  you  plaiu  fond  ▼«  ry  w»  ll 

* ouked  it  a  reasonable  figure  But  the 
average! American  generally  go**  to  tin* 
•well  pinrv-e.  whu-h  are  about  12  in 
nuinter,  Tlwre  i*  tbe  Cafe  d»-  Bail", 
Cobat'sl  Ch»*villard's.  Du  rami'*.  Jo¬ 
seph'*.  the  Uestanrant  Lurm-.  ite-  Tour 
•I'Argeitt.  Maire'*.  Bailhird  ".  tin-  Mai- 
sou  I>  rt"-.  H*  Cafe  Voisiu  and  the  Iff*, 
tanrant!  Lonah  together  with  the  Cafe 
Angluia  the  Lion  d’Or,  Form's  and 
Marquvry If  yu  chooee  t>.  include 
thi-ni.  The  Ca/e  Augluis  is  no  logger 
first  rlaW.  th*Lion  d'Gr  ha*  been  rhwwi, 
Faroe's  i*  id  the  Latin  quarter  amt 
Alarquery’s  is  only  middle  r|u-»  The 
highest  priced  places  are  Durand's,  Bull- 
lord's  ami  the  Cafe  Yoisin,  uml  th«»«* 
ure  tho  knout  frequented.  E.c  h  year  th" 
restaurant  frequented  by  the  “swells'' 

charig* 4  Two  year*  ago  it  wm  Du 
rand's,  last  year  it  was  Bai Hurd's  *ml 
this  y egr  it  is  VuiidjtV 

Americans  are  generally  disappointed 
in  the  ap|*  ttrai»ce  «»f  these  pi  a"  -  I , 
r-utpu.  they  are  frequently  small  and  by 
no  im  ons  gorgeous  in  their  equipment*. 
They  arc  all  nrr»ng*d  in  about  I  lie  «*me 
way — a  row  of  rnshionrd  sut*  or  di¬ 
vans  nniuiiig  aronnd  flu*  wail,  with  ta- 
hie*  placed  next  to  them.  Tlx*  gm  »ts 
nearly  alwuyw  ensrom  tbeuisefveg  cm 
tb»  scats  next  to  the  wall  and  ure  *<  rv.  d 
front  the  other  ride  i.f  the  twbbs  by  tbe 
waiter*  Occasionally,  when  the  place 
is  rrowded.  people  w  ill  seat  iIm  uim-Ivs  * 
on  the  on  table,  but  ordinarily  lb.  y  are 
found  CD  only  one  Side  of  the  tuldc.  As 
for  th*  table lineu.  tho china,  the  knives 
ami  forks,  tiiey  sre  by  no  means  as  tine 
as  we  find  in  many  of  the  American 
hotel*  and  restaurants.  The  cooking, 
however,  is  hard  to  rxtvl.  The  reawn 
that  the  Bari*  restaurant*  obtain  such 
high  prices  i*  owing  to  their  peculiarity 
of  getting  vrbat  they  oall  primeur* 
Their  Baris  epicurean  guests  semi  to 
want  to  eat  things  nut  of  season.  For 
example,  they  are  fond  of  serving  ’you 
peas  in  January.  Then,  they  will  gn.-  j 
yon  pheasants  and  birdnest  soup  uml 
other  exotic  dishes. 

Hero  is  a  sample  dinner  and  a  very 
plaiu  one  for  two  at  a  Paris  restaurant. 
They  charge  yon,  Lv  tile  way,  50  ceu 
times,  or  lOceuts,  tc^ai*  down.  There¬ 
fore  fot  the  two  places,  or  cou verts,  put 
down  1  franc;  an  uperitif,  the  substi¬ 
tute  for  our  American  cocktail,  another 
franc;  a  bottle  of  ordinary  white  wine, 

S  francs;  a  bottle  of  ordinary  bnrgnudy, 

7  francs;  a  tureen  of  bouillon,  another 
franc;  a  sole  with  norinandy  ounce,  8 
francs)  u  darkling  with  tnniipti  and 
cream.  15  francs;  asparagus  w  ith  a  de¬ 
licate  sauce,  12  francs;  ire  cream  tart, 

5  francs;  coffee,  half  u  frauce;  liqueurs, 

1  franc;  tip,  half  a  franc;  total,  about 
60  fraacx.  or  about  fil'A 

Tli*  French  have  many  ways  of  cook¬ 
ing  <  ggs  moat  deliciously.  For  exam¬ 
ple.  eggs  with  shrimps,  scrum  bird  eggs 
w  ith- chicken  gravy,  and  arrarn bled  eggs 
with  almost  everything,  much  hotter, 
you  find,  than  in  America.  They  also 
copk  ifiauy  things  in  covered  saucepans 
whVh  are  most  appetizing.  Their  sauce¬ 
pans  age  earthenware,  of  the  kiud  cull¬ 
ed  casseroles,  ami  by  keeping  them  rev¬ 
ered  they  ran  cook  a  chicken  ru  casse¬ 
role  which  will  make  your  mouth  wa¬ 
ter.  Tbe  average  American  chicken  i* 
baked  in  air  oveu — although  the  cook 
thinks  she  is  roasting  it  when  sl»e  is 
only  baking  it— ^d,  us  a  rale,  it  i«  dry 
and  tasteless  and  unfit  to  eat. 

You  can  get  a  Iuuch,  or  what  tbe 
French  call  a  breakfast,  at  fin y  of  these 
restaurants,  including' u  tot  tie  of  ordi¬ 
nary  wine,  batter,  shrimps,  eggs  and 
mushrooms,  chicken  with  artichoke 
hearts,  strawberry  tart,  coffee  and 
cheesa  for  about  25  francs,  say  fio.  But 
all  of  thes*  hills  that  I  am  giving  you 
are  the  dinners  and  breakfasts  ordered 
by  people  who  are  careful.  The  average 
American  i*  apt  to  take  things  which 
are  suggested  to  him  by  the  waiter,  and 
when  he  has  eaten  with  his  table  com- 
pauicui  say  four  dishes  aud  finds  that  if 
costs  $1 0  apiece  it  makes  him  wry  tired. 

If  you  will  notice,  I  have  put  on  the  * 
bills  of  fare  above  only  ordinary  wines. 
If  you  place  yourself  iu  the  hands  of 
the  sommeiller,  or  wine  steward,  aud 
tell  him  you  want  something  very  good, 
ho  will  bring  you  up  an  old  cobwebby 
bottle  of  burgundy  without  any  tag  oo 
it  aud  will  tell  you  that  it  is  gvx>d.  So 
it  ia,  It  will  generally  cost  yon  more 
than  champagne,  and  by  tbe  same  token 
it  Is  better  than  champagne.  Americans 
soon  find  out  tbe  places  where  they  have 
good  burgundy  and  bordcaux,  but  they 
have  to  pay  for  them.  I  would  advise 
these  Americans  always  to  trust  in  the 
sommeiller  rather  than  attempt  to  find 
things  themselves  from  the  wine  list, 
because  tbe  win*  list  19  meaningless. 
All  H  con  tell  yon  is  vintage  and  prices, 
and  sometimes  not  even  that — Baris 
Cor.  San  Francisco  Argqnaut. 


nearly  every  Saturday  night.  Well,  Iasi 
night  we  got  into  a  five  handed  game. 
There  were  Julius,  a  chattel  mortgage 
man,  in  whose  office  we  were  playing; 
a  real  estate  man,  a  clerk  for  a  bicycle 
firm,  a  lawyer  and  myself.  Well,  it  was 
a  small  game—  2  cent  ante  and  a  50 
cent  limit.  Along  about  12  o'clock*  I 
opened  the  pot  ou  a  pair  of  aces.  The 
lawyer  raised  me  half  a  dollur,  uud 
Julias  stood  the  raise.  Of  course  I  had 
to  stuud  it  too,  I  was  the  first  to  draw 
cards.  J  drew  (lire*  cards.  I  thought  I 
was  pretty  lucky  when  I  picked  up  an 
ace  and  a  pair  of  tens,  nialang  me  an 
ace  full.  The  lawyer,  who  had  raised 
me  ou  three  queens,  drew  down  to  hia 
hand  and  caught  a  pair  of  sevens)  which 
mude  him  a  queen  fall.  Julius  asked 
for  one  card  and  made  u  spade  Slush.  , 
“Well.  1  lx- 1  a  check  ou  tho  go,  th« 
lawyer  raised  mo  another  half  dollar, 
Julius  called  the  raise  uud  I  raised 
fiuck.  We  raised-each  other  till  We  got 
about  $7  iu  the  pot.  Just  then  tie  jani¬ 
tor  trf  the  building  appeared  ou  tb« 
scene.  He  had  been  out  attending  a 


Martin  Hummel  &  Son 

Yard,  361  BROAD  STREET, 


“I  defy  any  one  to  name  an  Ameri¬ 
can  poem  so  inspiriting,  ’’  retorted  tbe 
iiiihnsiusuo  lover  of  the  British  poet. 
.Mr.  (ini Id.  who  reports  the  conversa¬ 
tion  in  bis  “Chat  About  Celebrities, “ 
eaggfigttd  that  there  was  Holmes'  poem 
of  “Old  Ironside*. ” 

“Do  you  know  the  line*?’’  was  de¬ 
manded. 

“Oh,  yes.  I  i lev  1  aimed  them  more 
than  HO  years  ago  at  school?’ ’ 

“  Well,  I  challenge  yon  to  recito  'Old 
Ironside*. '  aud  I  will  recite  ‘Tbe  Charge 
of  the  Light  Brigade,’  aud  we  will 
abide  by  the  verdict  of  the  company  as 
to  which  is  the  more  inspiriting.  ’’ 

‘“The  Charge”  was  recited  first,  and 
it  was  done  admirably.  At  its  conclu¬ 
sion,  after  the  upplanse  had  ceased,  Mr. 
(iuiid  began  back  in  “A  Metrical  Es¬ 
say,"  iu  which  tbe  antbor“  re-presented 
the  poem  with  an  introduction  and  then 
followed  it  with  tbe  well  known  verses, 
beginning:  ; 

Aye,  tear  her  tattered  ensign  down  I 
“By  the  time,"  be  writes,  "I  was 
half  through  the  first  verse  I  saw  tbe 
face  of  Commodore  Boggs  light  np  aud 
'l  :h  eye  flash.  Cash  Clay,  too,  wus  all 
attention.  The  poet's  lines  had  their 
effect.  As  the  deolaimer  ended  with 
“Nail  to  the  mast  her  holy  flag. 

bet  every 'threadbare  sail. 

Anil  give  her  to  the  god  of  atorma. 

Tbe  liKhtninfc  and  the  sale, 
the  brave  old  commodore  brought  down 
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He  had  been  out  attending  a 
wedding  uud  happened  iu  ut  this  rather 
unseasonable  hour.  He  was  pretty  well 
loaded  with  some  kiud  of  ticaud  uaviuj* 
wine.  He  was  good  uud  ugly.  J  t  was  a 
great  surprise  to  him  to  sc*  a  game  of 
cards  goiug  ou  in  tbe  buildiiig  over 
which  he  hud  control,  and  he  ki*nv  that 
if  the  facts  evbr  came  to  the  ears  of  tbe 
owner  of  the  building*' there  woeld  be  a 
janitor  looking  for  a  job. 

"Now,  vliiit  do  you  suppoee  (hat  fol¬ 
low  did?  Whir,  ho  just  walked; over  to 
thut  table,  kicked  it  over  uud  sent  the 
cards  and  chips  flying  in  all  direction!. 
Then  he  told  ns  to  get  out,  and  to  do  It 
qnickly;  that  he  would  call  tiys  police 
aud  have  us  pinched. 

"We  got  out  uud  hunted  up  a  small 
room  iu  a  hotel  to  continue  the  game. 
When  we  got  settled  down  again,  1 
made  a  kick  for  the  pot  on  the  last 
bund.  I  told  the  boys,  that  I  linA  an  ace 
full  uud  that  there  wasn’t  uuother  full 
could  beut  it.  But  old  Julius  spoke  up 
aud  r,uid:  "Ob,  yes,  there  was.  '  Vat  do 
yout'inkof  u  janitor  full?"— Chicago 
Tribune.  ; 

A  Surveying  Camera. 

A  surveying  camera,  styled  tbe 
Bridges-Lee  instrument,  is  being  intro¬ 
duced  in  Kugluud.  It  resembles  an  or¬ 
dinary  cumera,  having  a  brass  bound 
box  with  rapid  rectilinear  ltus  aud 
double  backs,  and  the  usual  ground 
gluss  screen.  The  camera  body  turn^  on 
a  horizontal  plute  having  a  graduated 
rim,  over  which  slides  u  vernier  attach¬ 
ed  fo  the  camera  for  reading  horizontal 
angles.  A  clamping  screw  fixes  tbe 
camera  body  to  the  bottom  platg^whieh 
plate  is  moutited  on  a  tripod  head  pro¬ 
vided  with  leveling  screw*  Oki  top  of 
tbe  camera  box  is  fixed  a  rotating  level 
and  telescope  mounted  on  a  horizontal 
arm  and  fitted  with  a  rack  adjustment 
and  Beale,  permitting  vertical  angles  to 
be  taken.  This  telescope  has  a  vertical 
wire,  which  bisects  th£  picture  ou  tbe 
ground  glass  screen,  and  is  oo  pi  an  ary 
with  a  second  vertical  wire  inside  tbe 
camera.  ThiB  wire  casts  a  shadow, 
.which  is  clearly  discernible  ou  ihesenri- 
tivo  plate  or  film  when  developed,  and 
thus  murks  the  center  line  of  tbe  pic¬ 
ture.  Behind  this  wire  is  u  compuas, 
mounted  on  u  rack  inside  the  camara, 
by  means  of  wbiub,  when  a  photograph 
is  to  be  taken,  it  can  be  moved  back 
until  it  just  fails  to  touch  the  plate. 
The  graduation  of  the  compass  card  is 
carried  out  ou  a  vertical  strip  of  trans¬ 
lucent  material,  through  which  the 
light  pusses  to  the  plate,  tbns  photo¬ 
graphing  thereon  the  compass  bearing. 
A  horizontal  fiber  is  also  placed  inside 
tbe  body  of  the  camera,  similar  to  tbe 
vertical  one,  which,  when  the  instru¬ 
ment  has  been  properly  leveled,  indi¬ 
cates  the  true  horizon. — Engineering 
News. 

A  Story  at  tho  Petermbur*  Mima. 

General  Horace  Porter  tells  tbe  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdote  of  tbe  explosion  of  tbe 
Petersburg  mine  in  his  ' ‘Campaigning 
With  Grant,"  in  The  Century:  A  sor 
geon  told  us  a  story,  one  of  the  many 
echoes  of  tbe  mine  affair,  about  a  pris¬ 
oner  who  hud  beeu  dog  out  of  the  crater 
and  carried  to  one  of  our  field  hospital*. 
Although  his  eyes  were  bnuged  and  bis 
face  covered  with  bruises,  he  was  in  an 
astonishingly  amiable  frame  of  mind 
and  looked  like  a  pugilistic  hero  of  tbe 
prize  ring  coming  up  smiling  in  tbe 
twenty -seventh  round.  He  said:  ‘Til 
jest  bet  you  that  after  this  I’ll  be  tbe 
most  unpopular  man  in  my  regiment. 
Yon  see,  I  appeared  to  get  started  a  lit¬ 
tle  earlier  than  tbe  other  boys  that  bad 
taken  putssage  with  me  aboard  that  vol¬ 
cano,  and  as  I  was  com  in  down  I  met 
tbe  rest  of  ’em  a-goin  np,  and  they 
looked  as  if  they  bad  kind  o’  aonred  on 
me  and  yelled  after  me,  ‘Straggler  1*  *’ 

Oaly  tbe  Young  Dane*. 

Tbe  maideus  wbo  are  elbowed  out  of 
all  pleasure  at  dances  by  young  muttons 
will  approve  of  the  custom  which  ob¬ 
tains  at  tbe  court  of  Berlin,  where  Ibe 
emperor  and  empress  set  tbe  fashion  of 
only  looking  oil  Elderly  ladies  do  not 
dance  at  all  and  young  married  ladies 
very  rarely.  The  floor  is  only  meant  for 
young  people  of  both  sexes. 

An  expert  tells  of  an  instance  where 
4,000  pearl  shells  were  taken  which 
yielded  less  than  $50  worth  bf  pearls, 
while  in  the  same  locality  over  80 
pearls  were  found  iu  one  day.  one  of 


To  Rent. 
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'  “I  reckon  if  I  wus  to  ketch  my  daugh¬ 
ter  kissiu  of  a  man  I'd  just  natcbelly 
■ut  him  into  mince  meat  ground  fine," 
said  tbe  old  man  from  the  swamps  of 
the  Bracken  bills. 

"Then  yonr  daughter  won’t  kirn  the 
boys?"  ventured  a  Dover  youth  with 

spectacle*. 

"Well,  I  reckon  not.  young  man," 
aud  the  old  man  gave  him  a  look  that 
dazzled  bis  specs. 

“But — ub,  you  kuow,  some  girls — 
who  are  euguged — you  kuow  —  some¬ 
times  kiss  their — their — boys — you 
kuow — aud — it’s  all  right  and  proper — 
aud" — 

The  old  man  looked  at  him  real  hard, 
aud,  after  watching  the  youth  wilt  like 
u  tobacco  leuf  iu  an  August  sun,  thun¬ 
dered  out,  "Well,  my  daughter  never 
kissed  a  liviu  man,  not  even  her  pap — 
tier  a  poodle  dog,  mrucat,  ner  nothin. " 

“But  there'*  no  hurm — aud  why — er 
— why  —  er?"  stammered  the  brave 
youth. 

“  Well.  I  reckon  tbe  most  principalist 
resou  why  my  daughter  never  kissed 
nothin  "is  that  I  never  bad  any  daugh¬ 
ter.  ” 

Aud  the  thoogbtfnl  silence  of  the 
young  man  was  so  dense  that  yon  could 
hear  the  price  of  farm  lands  drop  quiet¬ 
ly,  drop  by  drop,  while  tbe  farm  prod¬ 
ucts  hanging  iu  the  tobacco  abed  tier 
by  tier. — Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
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his  fist  ou  tbe  table,  exclaiming,  ‘That’s 
so,  by  Jupiter!'  and  Clay  leaped  to  hia 
feet,  shouting,  'Hurrah  for  tbe  Amer¬ 
ican  flag!”’ — Youth’s  Companion. 


Now  n  metamorphosis  takes  place, 
for  the  hitherto  soft  aerial  Toots  begin 
I  to  harden  aud  spread  wider  aud  wilier, 

!  throwing  out  side  branches,  which  flow 
into  aud  amalgamate  with  each  other 
until  the  whole  tree  trunk  is  bound  in  a 
series  of  irregular  living  hoops.  From 
this  time  on  it  is  a  struggle  of  life  and 
death  between  the  forest  giant  and  the 
entwining  elnsia.  Like  an  athlete  the 
tree  tnea  to  expand  and  burst  it*  fet¬ 
ters,  causing  the  hark  to  bnlge  between 
every  interlacing,  bnt  success  aud  free¬ 
dom  are  not  for  the  enptive  tree,  for  the 
moDfter  closia  has  made  its  bands  very 
numerous  and  wide.  Not  allowed  ex¬ 
tension.  the  tree  soon  withers  uud  dies, 
aud  tbe  atruugler  is  soon  expanded  into 
a  great  bush,  almost  as  large  as  the 
tuns*  of  branches  and  foliage  it  has 
effaced.  It  is  truly  a  tragedy  in  the 
world  of  vegetation. — Los  Angeles 
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cst  praise,"  she  said,  “you  call  it 
*  Freucby.  ’  ’  ’ 

To  ull  of  which  the  5-year-old  listen¬ 
ed  with  that  intent  literalness  indica¬ 
tive  of  hia  species.  Some  days  after 
tbia,  when  the  arrival  of  tbe  bat  had 
praramably  beeu  forgotten  by  every 
qne,  the  5-year-old,  with  bis  aunt,  at¬ 
tended  divine  service  at  a  well  known 
ritualistic  church  for  tbe  first  time.  Up¬ 
on  his  return  his  mother  asked  him 
what  be  thought  of  it  alL  “Ob.  I  liked 
it  so  much!"  was  tbe  answer.  “It  was 
so  Frenchyl" — St.  Louis  Globe -Dem- 
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Constantinople’s  Boaaty. 

No  one  ever  neared  Constantinople 
without  being  struck  by  its  marvelous 
beauty.  Mr*.  Max  Muller,  in  "Letters 
From  Constantinople,"  thus  describes 
it: 

"Under  all  lights  and  at  all  hears 
the  view  of  Constantinople  from  tbe 
Marmora  is  nuique  iu  lovelineaa.  Tbe 
gentle  outline*  of  tlm  low  bills,  tbe  va¬ 
ried  colors,  the  magnifloent  buildings 
form  a  whole,  combining  in  one  the 
beauties  of  Stookbolm,  Venioe  and  tbe 
bay  of  Naples.  When  lit  up  by  ami- 
shine,  tbe  varieties  of  color  are  daaxling. 
The  eye  rests  ou  mosque  after  mosque, 
with  their  anow  white  minarets,  in 
shurp  contrast  to  tbe  almost  black  cy¬ 
presses  that  mark  tbe  small,  unused 
burial  ground*  surrounding  each  mosque 
or  tbe  vast  cities  of  tbe  dead  at  Scutari, 
beyond  Bera,  and  outside  the  old  oity 
walla  Tbe  roofs  of  most  Turkish  houses 
are  a  rich  brown,  while  large  plane 
trees,  with  their  bright  green  leaves, 
stand  in  every  garden,  and  over  all  is  a 
sky  so  blue  that  after  a  sojourn  of  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  one  longs  for  the  contrast  of 
English  clouds.’ ’ 


High  Price*  For  Plajlii  Card*. 

A  sale  of  old  playing  card*  took  place 
in  London  recently.  The  catalogue  con¬ 
tained  46  lots,  and  though  tiiey  lacked 
the  extreme  rarity  of  many  in  the 
rfohricber  collection  there  were  a  num¬ 
ber  of  unusually  interesting  aud  cari¬ 
ous  packs.  These  were  tbe  characteris¬ 
tic*  especially  of  52  old  proverb  cards, 
the  rarity  of  which  is  teutified  to  by  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
British  museum  catalogue,  iu  which 
every  known  variety  is  recorded.  The 
pack  was  in  fine  condition  and  realized 
the  sum  of  i4  Is.  A  marble  backed  set 
of  54  Dutch  satirical  cards,  engraved  iu 
the  first  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  fetched  A3  18s.  Tbe  sum  of  £3 
was  paid  for  an  antique  geographical 
pack  of  ulxiut  the  year  1675.  This  set 
also  included  the  rare  explanatory  card 
and  another  card  describing  other  packs 
of  tbe  period.  Tbe  “popish  plot”  pack, 
which  was  published  iu  1Q79,  was  sold 
for  £3  18s.  These  cards  are  very  scarce, 
but  tbe  completeness  of  the  pack  was 
broken  bv  the  absence  of  the  seven  of 
hearts,  aud  this  influenced  the  price. 
A  pack  illustrating  tbe  American  war, 
with  portrait*  of  the  generals  engaged  in 
it,  realized  2  guineas. 
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Cm  of  Mofflcn. 

The  muffler,  though  it  baa  its  uses,  ia 
more  remarkable  for  its  abuses.  Women 
swathe  their  throatB  at  the  beginning  of 
September  aud  keep  them  swathed  un¬ 
til  May  in  various  sorts  of  silkeu  things 
and  wonder  why  they  are  “ predisposed" 
to  cold.  The  troth  is  that  the  constant 
use  of  tbe  muffler  makes  the  throat 
tender. 

The  mnffler  i*  intended  not  for  or¬ 
dinarily  cold  days,  bnt  for  occasions 
when  extra  protection  for  the  throat  and 
chest  is  absolutely  necessary.  When  one 
has  Bubstitnted  a  lightweight  or  low 
necked  evening  bodice  for  a  iieavy  wool¬ 
en  one,  the  mnffler  become*  a  necessity. 
Pale  colored  liberty  scarfs  are  favorite* 
for  evening  wear.  Warmer  hnes  and 
heavier  material  are  preferable  for  or¬ 
dinary  street  wear. 

Mrs.  Diet, rick’s  Influence. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Battel le  Dietrick  was  be¬ 
loved  by  a  wide  circle,  not  only  for  her 
mental  ability,  bnt  for  her  sweetness, 
geniality  and  genuine  kindness  of  heart. 
One  of  the  representatives  of  Cambridge 
in  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  who  iu 
the  last  legislative  debate  was  especially 
•weeping  in  bis  denunciations  of  the 
character  and  motives  of  tbe  women 
wbo  wished  to  vote,  has  sent  Mrs.  Diet- 
rick’s  yonngest  daughter  a  letter  ex¬ 
pressing  his  esteem  for  her  mother,  bit 
regret  for  her  death  and  his  sense  of  the 
good  her  influence  had  done  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  during  her  residence  there. 


8h*  Saw  John  Adaoaa. 

At  a  recent  celebration  iu  Boston  Mrs. 
Julia  Ward  Howe  "sweet  and  graciona 
a*  ever,"  gave  a  delightful  reminiscence 
of  her  once  seeing  John  Adama,  “some¬ 
thing  which,"  she  said,  “perhaps  no 
one  else  in  the  company  ia  old  enough 
to  have  done.  When  ' 
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was  6  years  old,  I 
was  brought  to  visit  my  maternal  grand¬ 
mother,  liviDg  at  Qnincy.  The  children 
of  the  Qnincy  family,  in  taking  me 
about  the  town,  once  led  me  into  a  room 
in  which  there  was  a  man  wbo  looked 
to  me  then  very,  very  old.  He  wore  a 
black  silk  skullcap.  My  guides,  point¬ 
ing  him  out  tome,  said:  ’Look!  Look! 
That’s  John  A  ams,  wbo  has  been  pres¬ 
ident  of  tbe  United  States.’  I  don’t 
think  the  fact  that  he  had  been  presi¬ 
dent  meant  mnch  to  my  mind  then,  bnt 
hia  appearance  and  the  manner  of  the 
children  mado  a  profound  impression  on 
me.” — Womau’s  Journal. 
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D«-von*liire  Terrac*. 

Dickens  was  27  years  old  when,  in 
1839,  he  moved  from  Doughty  Btreet  to 
Devonshire  terrace.  George  du  Manrier 
lived  for  some  years  in  1  Devonshire 
terrace. 

In  this  now  celebrated  bonse  Dickens 
wrote  no  fewer  than  ten  of  bis  books: 
"The  Old  Curiosity  Shop,"  "Barnaby 
Radge,"  “The  Christmas  Carol." 
' ' Aifierican  Notes,"  "Martin  Chnzzle 
wit,"  ‘  The  Haunted  Man,"  “  The  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Life,"  "Dombey  and  Son,"  "The 
Cricket  on  the  Hearth"  and  "David 
Copperfield, ’’  Devonshire  terrace  was 
situated  at  the  corner  of  the  Marylebone 
road  aud  used  to  be  called  tbe  smallest 
terrace  in  Loudou. 


Varied  Matrimony. 

It  was  tbe  boast  of  'Levi  Rogers,  who 
died  at  Perry,  0.  T.,  the  other  day,  that 
he  bad  been  married  seven  times  and 
that  eacb  wife  bad  been  of  a  different 
nationality.  Rogers  was  born  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  when  a  young  man  married  an 
American  girl,  wbo  died  within  six 
months.  After  that  he  married  six 
times,  hia  successive  wives  being  Mex¬ 
ican,  Bohemian,  Indian,  German,  cre¬ 
ole  and  fiuully  a  very  black  uegreas. 
The  latter  survives  him,  and  Rogers  al¬ 
ways  claimed  that  she  was  the  beat  wife 
of  tbe  whole  collection. 
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Unfortunately  tbe  ootton  required  too 
much  ink,  and  the  scheme  had  to  be 
abandoned. — London  Globe. 


Rich  Mem  and  Debt. 

The  late  Judge  Asa  Packer  believed 
that  a  rich  man  ought  to  be  iu  debt,  be¬ 
cause  it  helped  him  maintain  his  cred¬ 
it.  "Were  I,"  said  he,  "to  wipeout  my 
indebtedness  aud  at  some  future  time 
s»e  au  opportunity  to  make  a  large  sum 
of  money  and  attempt  to  borrow,  every¬ 
body  would  marvel  and  say  Judge  Pack¬ 
er  was  borrowing  money.  As  it  is  I  can 
borrow  almost  any  amount  and  no  ques¬ 
tions  are  asked  or  commeuta  made.’’ 


Atlantic  Liner*. 

There  are  fully  1.000  tons  of  piping 
of  varions  kinds,  it  is  said,  in  the  aver¬ 
age  Atlantic  liner.  The  condensers  will 
pump  up  at  least  50,000.000  tons  of  cool 
water  a  day.  The  furnaces  will  consume 
no  less  than  7.500,000  cubic  feet  of  air 
an  hour.  Tbe  boiler  tubes,  if  placed  in 
a  straight  line,  would  stretch  nearly  ten 
miles  and  the  condenser  tubes  more 
than  25  miles. 


In  larding  with  pork  tbe  fattest  piece 
procurable  should  be  bought  (lean  salt 
pork  is  uot  available  for  any  use)  and 
tbe  strips  always  cot  from  that  part  be¬ 
tween  tbe  streak  of  lean  aud  the  rind. 
This  is  the  only  portion  firm  enough 
for  the  purpose.  The  bits  should  then 
be  laid  iu  ice  water  to  become  crisp  be¬ 
fore  using. — New  York  Post. 
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Enlightened. 

Tarry  do  Wiinlt,  the  Siberian  traveler, 
took  -a  number  of  woodcuts  of  tbe  An¬ 
dre*  polar  balloon  for  distribution 
among  th*  natives  of  northwestern  Si¬ 
beria.  One  day  be  noticed  a  Tchuktchi 
studying  one  of  tbe  pictures  intently 
nud  nsked  bim  what  be  would  do  if  ba 
saw  it  iu  the  sky.  "Shoot  it,"  was  tbs 
immediate  reply 

Kdnrkto  Tour  Howal*  Wuh  Cm  tern  ret*. 
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Pull. 

"I  bavo  called,"  said  tbe  oon Aden t 
voong  man  with  manuscript  sticking 
ont  of  bis  pocket,  "to  see  whether  there 
is  a  vacancy  iu  this  office.  ’’ 

"No, "replied  the  melancholy  editor, 
as  be  looked  around  tbe  place,  "I’m 
sorry  to  say  there  i*  none.  E-reu  the 
waste  paper  basket  is  full.” — London 
Answers. 


luaulting. 

Sbe  had  wandered  into  a  department 
•tore. 

"I  want  some  favors  for  a  german," 
sbe  explained  to  the  floorwalker. 

"Count  or  baron?"  he  asked  politely. 

Sbe  gave  bim  a  haughty  glance  and 
vr  a  Iked  ont. — Chicago  Poet 

Do*”l  Tobacco  Spit  aad  Saoba  Toar  Ufa  Away. 

To  quit  tohacoo  easily  and  forever,  be  in  a* 
netlc.  full  of  life,  nerve  and  vigor,  take  No-To- 
U  c.  tbe  wonder-worker,  that  makes  weak  men 
otroDg.  AU  druggist*.  Me  or  It.  Cure  guaran¬ 
teed.  Booklet  and  sample  free.  Address 
Sterling  Remedy  Co.  Chicago  or  Waw  York 
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Parlor  and  Chamber  Suit*,  B<u  eau*. 
Bedsteads,  Sofa*,  Lounges,  Whit 
-’iota.  Book  Shelve*  and  Case*. 
Bracket*.  Looking  Glaaeea.  Etc 
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